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Schoolgirl puts her Stamp on International Trail  

 

A County Durham schoolgirl is putting her stamp on an international walking trail.  

 

Scarlett Clark, from Bishop Auckland, won a public vote to have her deer design represent 

the town’s Auckland Castle on the Camino Inglès (translated to The English Trail).  

 

The trail charts Saint Godric’s historic journey from Finchale Priory, near Durham, to the 

Cathedral in Santiago de Compostela in Northern Spain during the Middle Ages. Pilgrims 

who walk the route today collect stamps at every stop in a trail passport, to signify where 

they have been.  

 

The Learning and Engagement Team at The Auckland Project visitor destination, which 

includes Auckland Castle, asked creative children from across Bishop Auckland to design 

their own emblem to symbolise the former home of the Prince Bishops of Durham on the 

trail.  

 

Scarlett, a pupil at Cockton Hill Junior School, was one of more than 100 children who 

submitted designs. The entries were then whittled down to three and put to a public vote via 

The Auckland Project’s Facebook page and at No.42 in Bishop Auckland Market Place.  

 

After the votes were tallied, Scarlett’s distinctive deer design came out on top and will now 

be seen by pilgrims from across the world as they make their way along the Camino Inglès 

to Northern Spain.  

 

Scarlett’s mother, Alison Watson, said “The whole family was over the moon when we heard 

that Scarlett’s design had won the vote. She absolutely loves all thing arts and crafts so this 

is a huge boost for her confidence.  

 



“When we told Scarlett that she had won I don’t think she quite realised how big it was, but 

now she’s bragging to her sister and niece and she’s really excited that her stamp will 

represent Auckland Castle and the town.”   

 

Liz Dollimore, Head of Learning for The Auckland Project, said “It was great to see so many 

creative entries from children of all ages in our Trail Stamp competition. Art is a fantastic way 

to get young people engaged with local heritage and we enjoyed seeing so many diverse 

entries.  

 

“Choosing a winner was always going to be a tough decision. However, Scarlett’s design 

caught the public’s imagination and we are delighted that it will represent Auckland Castle on 

The Camino Inglès.” 

 

The Durham leg of the Camino Inglès begins at Finchale Priory, and passes landmarks such 

as Durham Cathedral, Binchester Roman Fort and Escomb Church. Pilgrims walking the 

route will be able to collect Scarlett’s stamp from Auckland Castle, when the building 

reopens later this year.  

 

The Trail Stamp competition was part of a varied learning and engagement programme run 

by The Auckland Project in schools and community groups across Bishop Auckland and 

County Durham.  For more information please visit http://www.aucklandproject.org/ 

 

And for information about the Camino Inglès, visit 

https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/finchale-camino-ingles/  

 

ENDS 

 

Note to newsdesks: 

 

For more information please contact Kieran McCormick, Communications 

Administrator at The Auckland Project on 01388 743799 or 

kieran.mccormick@aucklandproject.org   

 

 

 

http://www.aucklandproject.org/
https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/finchale-camino-ingles/
mailto:kieran.mccormick@aucklandproject.org


Caption information  

Scarlett Clarke with her winning stamp design with  Liz Dollimore (L), Head of Learning at 

The Auckland Project and Emily Stevens, (R), Head Teacher at Cockton Hill Junior School. 

Photo credit Jamie Sproates, courtesy of The Auckland Project  

About The Auckland Project: 

The Auckland Project, based in Bishop Auckland, is working with the community and other 

key partners to help raise aspirations and create opportunities through arts, heritage and a 

culture of learning.  

As part of this long-term ambition, the charity* is developing a visitor destination of 

international significance, including Auckland Castle, once home to the Prince Bishops of 

Durham, a Spanish Art Gallery, Faith Museum, Walled Garden and Deer Park. 

The latest of these new attractions, Auckland Tower, opened in Bishop Auckland on 

October, 20 2018, following the Mining Art Gallery which opened in October 2017. The other 

attractions will be launching in stages over the next three years.   

The Auckland Project’s dedicated Engagement Team is also working closely with schools 

and community groups to deliver a range of life changing programmes for all ages, designed 

to increase educational attainment, enhance employability, boost community spirit and 

improve health and wellbeing for current and future generations.  

By 2020 the charity aims to create 8,000 opportunities for learning and skills development, 

including 60 apprenticeships.  

To date, approaching £150m has been committed to the Project, including £12.4m from The 

National Lottery Heritage Fund.  A full list of supporters and funders can be found at visit 

aucklandproject.org/supporters  

For more information please visit aucklandproject.org or search Auckland Project on 

Facebook and Twitter.  

*From September 2017, Auckland Castle Trust is known as The Auckland Project.  
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